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This workshop is a culmination of months of preparatory work, carried out by the people of
Rokovuaka Village. The main person invoived and was Program Coordinator for the workshop
was Mr. Timoci Matakiviwa.

Mr. Matakiviwa is the ‘daunivucy’ and leader of the Vuakaloa Meke & Cultural Group who
was selected to represent Fiji at the Melanesian Arts Festival in Port Vila, Vanuatu, in
August 2002. Upon his return he remained in contact with the Department and the FAC to
basically pursue cultural activities to further enhance his group. He has a piece of
property in Dama Village, Ra which he hopes to develop into a Cultural Center and become
part of the Eco-Tourist projects which are currently being developed by the Eco-Tourism
arm of the Ministry of Tourism.

Several meetings were held involving the chiefs and headmen of the surrounding villages,
resulting in the formation of a conceptual 3 year plan to develop / revive cultural activities
for the province of Ra. The plan was formulated to coincide with the completion of the
King's Road construction which is scheduled to complete in 2005. The plan was to develop
and strengthen cultural activities to a quality and professional level to truly reflect the
culture of Ra. The Cultural Center is also planned to be completed at that time, which will
include all the amenities to accommodate the tourists and visitors 1o the center.

Hence, as a first step in this direction and since meke teaching and rehearsals were well
under way it was decided that other forms of cultural activities should be revived including
traditional Fijian Protocel and customs by way of workshops.

A letter stating these intentions were distributed to all the village elders in the Ra
Province with an invitation to participate in the said workshop,

Upon receipt of positive responses from several villages a letter outlining the proposed
workshop was forwarded to the Department of Culture & Heritage requesting for financial

assistance.

The proposal was forwarded to the FAC who submitted a budget for approval.




A total of ninety nine [99] participants from 17 villages in the Ra District
participated with the largest number from Rokovucka Villege itself of 55
participants. Catering for the two week workshop was shared between the villages.

The following were conducted the workshop during the two weeks:

= Ratu Waisea Nagonelevu
= Tliorevi Waqaikece
» Timoci Matakiviwa

Manager
Assistant Manager
Program Coordinator

1

=  Nemani Nadamu - Bure Building

= Ratu Jone Seniu - Fijian Custom

=  Vuli Tikoca - Carving

= Lice Nuqa - Weaving [mat & fans]

* Nayala Gonelevu - Weaving [mat] & other craft
= Ratu Samisoni Garia - Traditional Family ties
« Tli Ramusui - Bure Building

Two weeks from 5™ - 16™ May, 2003.

All materials used for the bure construction and carving were obtained from the forest
areas surrounding Rokovuaka and Wailevu Villages. Voivoi was purchased and treated
pine timber for the doors and windows of the bure.

5.1.0  Bure

Columns for main frame Lo koka

Main Beams - make I lou

Rafters - kaco & bamboo
Center column from cross beam - doka

Interior beams - sa ni valu

Purlins - coka sarisari
Interior beams close to ceiling - leqa ni cu

Interior walls - evita ga sau
Exterior walls & roof covering - drau [from Wailevu]
Ridge - sota kola balabala
Binding materials - na wa lai, na wa midri, na wav au




5.1.1 Carving
Kaudamu

Vesi

Bau

Buabua

5.1.2 Weaving
Voivoi
Coconut leaves

5.20 Ordered materials:
- galvanised nails
- pine lining boards for doors & windows

3.0 METHODOLOGY - 2 WEEK PROGRAM

The entire workshop was programmed and coordinated by the Resources Persons listed
above in concurrence with the village elders. Timoci made weekly visits to FAC updating
the Secretary of the progress of how the workshop was being ‘put together'.

Letters had been forwards to all village elders in the district of Ra soliciting their
respective support and participation in the workshop.

After responses were received from the villages a date was set for the workshop
initially for one [1] week. However, due to inclement weather and the realization that
some of the raw materials required for the bure construction was much further that
originally known the workshop had to extend to two [2] weeks.

This change affected the budget and expenses had to be rearranged to meet- this
extra week's expenses.

The Director Culture & Heritage and the FAC Secretary also made an official visit to
meet the elders and Resource Persons ot Rokovuaka Village to discuss the workshop in
detail and to also obtain the final sanction of the elders for the workshop to proceed.
Tt was important that the elders were in agreement for this workshop to go ahead.

6.10 Bure constrix:tion




6.1.1 Site Preparation
The site was filled and compacted and leveled several weeks before the
commencement of the workshop.

6.1.2 Raw Materials

Raw materials for the bure construction were being sought from the bush and
forest close to the village. Most of the main frame and roof covering needed to be
transported from several kilometers away.

6.1.3 Erection of Main Structure
The main frame up to the ‘A’ shaped roof was erected during the latter half of the
first week.

6.20 _ Carving
Timber for the wood carving was being sought by the participants in the nearby bushes
and forest surrounding Rokovuaka Village.

- 6.30 Weaving
The ladies commenced weaving lessons with coconut leaves weaving baskets [ibe], fans
[iri] and hats [sals]

6.40 __ Fijian Customs ,

This activity was taken in the evenings when all participants are gathered and involved
all types of customary issues are discussed at this time including grog ceremonies,
general Fijian manners during functions etc

6.50 Bure Construction

The main siructure of the bure was completed in the first two days of the second week
including the construction of the interior walls. In the second half of the week the
‘drau’ was placed and secured on the roof and outer walls.

6.5.1 Walls

e The interior walis were constructed of 'evita gasau' which are approx. 3"
diameter bamboo type rods. These rods were secured firmly with the ‘wa midri‘
and 'wa vau' these binders also formed patterns in the interior walls which
presented a beautiful aesthetic look to the interior of the bure.




» The exterior walls were covered with ‘drau’ leaves and firmly secured also with
'wa midri’ and 'wa vau',

6.5.2 Roof

¢ The interior purlins were of bamboo placed evenly from the top ridge to the main
beams. These bambaos were also firmly secured with ‘wa midri' and wa vou'

¢ Over these bamboos were firmly secured drau leaves placed in layers commencing
from the main beams and upwards towards the top ridge.

« The a 'sota kola balabala' was placed as the ridge and was firmly covered and
secured with drau and bound down with ‘wa lai'

6.60 __ Carving

Serious carving took place this week after the fimbers had been collec’red in the first
week.

The Resource Person who hails from Ono-i-Lau in the Lau group specializes in carving
Fijian masks and clubs. The crafts he taught the participants were mainly of these
types of craft.

6.70 Weaving
Voivoi was purchased and the women were taught the basic art of mat weaving. The
ladies also continued to weave the other craft mentioned in week 1.

The budget for the project was initially calculated at $5,000.00. However, due to
inclement weather and other factors mentioned earlier in the methodology the budget
stretched o $6,000.00.

Nevertheless, it should be noted that the workshop involved 99 participants from 17
villages and the program included five distinct activities, the sum of $6,000.00 is a rether

conservative amount for such a large and diverse workshop.

The Final Statement of Accounts is annexed.

ERAL OBSERVATIONS
» This workshop was initiated by the villagers which is a major factor. The workshop
"belonged’ to them which is very important for the overall success of the workshep.
» Empowerment or the transference of organising and coordinating a workshop at the
village level must have the village hierarchy involved which occurred in this case




» The Department or FAC should only play a supportive role in the revival of craft and
traditional customs as these belong to the respective provinces that they are
located in.

> More workshops of this nature should be encouraged from the village level through
their respective Tikina Councils.

The workshop was very well coordinated considering that there is no telephone out in
Rokovuaka Village the coordination between the FAC and the Resources Persons
particularly continued throughout the workshop. This ligison ensured that everyone was
catered for, tools and building materials were purchased and delivered to the site without
too much delay. Despite the inclement experienced during the two weeks the participants
remained resolute in their intentions to ensure that every aspect of the workshop was
being covered.

Comments received from the Resource Persons indicated that the workshop was a real ‘eye
opener’ for the elders who had taken much of their traditional values for granted and let
them fade away.

The workshop also brought together many family members from the nearby villages to
work together with a common purpose and objective which formed new and strengthened
old bonds between the villages.

The workshop was a success in every way and is a clear indication that af the village ievel
such projects may be undertaken if everyone worked together.
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RA CRAFT WORKSHOP 2003

5" _ 16™ May,- Rokovuaka Village

Final Statement of Accounts

Income

Cultural Grant-

Expenses

Food for participants

Transport for participants

Transport of raw materials

Tools & nails

Transport cost closing of Workshop
Sevusevu 2kg

Tabua

Materials & Refreshments for Meke
Film

Developing of films

FAC Administration Costs

$6,000.00

$2,229.66
996.00
668.91
883.09
360.00
40.00
150.00
153.90

8.44

--------------
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MINISTRY OF FIJIAN AFFAIRS
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE & HERITAGE

of TOBU VILLAGE, RA

participated in the

Revival of: “Bure Building, Carving, Weaving, Meke
& Fifian Customs”

held at ROKOVUAKA VILLAGE, RA
5™ - 168 May, 2003

Caverdnas

Mr. Peni Cavuilagi Mr. Michael Dennis
Director Culture & Heritage Chairman Fiji Arts Council
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